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Firstly, please allow me to offer my sincere
gratitude to the academic and administrative
staff of the Graduate School of Energy Science
who have welcomed me and enabled the IESC to
take place.

Initially, from an outside perspective (before
joining the GSES), I thought that the IESC
was an excellent chance to gather young
people from a variety of countries to engage
in understanding and progressing the field of
energy science. Now, having met and engaged
with the current students I am, more than ever,
convinced that this course is an important and

exciting opportunity that has been grasped by

International Energy Science Course (IESC)

et MCLELLAN, Benjamin Craig

the GSES. The opportunity for students from
around the world to come to Kyoto University
and engage with some of the top university
researchers in this important field of energy
science is extremely significant. Moreover, the
presentation in English opens this opportunity to
a much wider group of potential students.

Diversity is often discussed in the field of
sustainability - maintaining biodiversity in
natural ecosystems and diversification of
energy sources in energy systems are two key
strategies which are seen to strengthen the
resilience of the respective systems to externally
imposed threats. The diversity that is presented
by the current and future IESC students may
be seen in a similar light, as a strategy of the
GSES that can strengthen supportive external

networks as well as bringing a diversity of
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perspectives that can be harnessed to create
a much richer view of the issues of energy
science as seen through the lens of developing
and developed countries and in the context of
different cultures.

The diversity of students is not limited to
their national and cultural backgrounds.
Some of the students come from a technical
or engineering background, while others are
graduates of the social sciences. Through the
TIESC, I anticipate that the students will be
exposed to the broad social, environmental and
technical context of energy, while also deepening
their understanding of their chosen area of
research. The outcome of this will hopefully
be a graduating class of energy scientists who
can engage in solving the specific challenges of
energy provision and transformation, in synergy
with the environmental and societal context.

While the students may go on to employment

in the areas of policy, scientific research or
technology development, I firmly believe that
the depth and breadth of cross-disciplinary
understanding that they will obtain in the IESC
will give them useful insight to make wiser
decisions as professionals.

At the outset of the IESC, as a teacher, my goal
is to provide an opportunity for the students to
learn about fundamental theory and practice
in energy science, question the material put
forward and their own understanding until
they are satisfied, and interact to expand their
perspective. Ultimately, I hope that the process
of actively seeking understanding will become
a lifelong passion for these budding energy
scientists.

My experience teaching to the students
currently enrolled in the IESC has been
a pleasure, and a wonderfully challenging
opportunity.
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