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I°m Peizhao LIU comes from China and I am a double
doctoral degree student between Kyoto University and
Bordeaux University in France. | have already studied
in France for one year and came to Japan last October.
Now, I’m studying in Takashi SAGAWA sensei’s lab
belongs to Graduate School of Energy Science, Kyoto
University.

Time flies, | have already stayed in Kyoto for five
months. Looking back on the first time | came to
Kyoto, many things were new for me, but lots of kanji
on the streets and buildings give me a cordial feeling.
And also, we can get helpful and useful information
from kind and patient Japanese people. Studying and
living in abroad is a very good experience to broaden
our horizons. It is very lucky for me to have the
chance to study both in Japan and France. France is a
romantic kingdom, we can experience a quiet and
easy life. Japanese life style is more similar to China.
Kyoto University is high level academic university in
the world, and, Kyoto is an ancient and beautiful city
with famous historic and cultural heritage. It is a
wonderful and unforgettable experience to study here.
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There is nice weather and convenient daily life in Kyoto,
and also, we can enjoy the natural and cultural landscapes.
Life is comfortable here even though there are language
barriers for me. It is very easy to visit the beautiful place,
such as Kamogawa river, Kiyomizu-dera, Fushimi Inari
Taisha and so on. Besides, | also know Japanese culture
by talking with Japanese students. Studying in Kyoto
University helps me to balance the logical thinking and
jump thinking both in our daily life and research studying.
Moreover, it helps me to improve my English by
discussing with my supervisor and colleagues regularly.
All in all, 1 benefit a lot from the double doctoral degree
program. My research subject is “Chirality endowing from
chiral silica helices to achiral semiconductor quantum
dots”. The lab in Bordeaux University is special at silica
helices and chirality characterization, and here in Kyoto
University is special at quantum dots synthesis and
characterization. The double degree program just like a
bridge to combine two advantaged subjects together, it
would increase the communication between two labs and
produce good result in the near future.
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E ducation system differs in every country in the
world, as it is always very much related to the local
culture of the country. With the Double Degree
Program in collaboration between my home university,
University of Malaya, and Kyoto University, | am
Killing two birds with one stone where | have the
advantage to experience Japan’s education system,
which I will receive a second master’s degree
certificate, as well as | get to travel.

Being a student in Graduate School of Energy Science
and had attended some courses, it has opened my mind
broader to new perspectives on energy, environment as
well as sustainability. My research work interest in the
Energy Ecosystems laboratory is about converting oil
palm wastes into other valuable products through
thermochemical conversion processes. It is a form of
energy recovery called waste-to-energy, which may
also help to improve the current practice of oil palm
waste management to be more sustainable, especially
in Malaysia.

Through my daily life here in Kyoto, | learned more
about Japanese norms and culture. This is clearly
portrayed by the effective and systematic system in the
transportation, administration, urban planning and
waste management sectors, which | admire so much.
Apart from that, | also learned some Japanese language
that has helped me to communicate in a very basic
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manner with the locals.

I really enjoy sightseeing and hiking activities. During my
spare times, | have visited a few places in Kyoto and Osaka
to enjoy the amazingly beautiful scenery and to enjoy
delicious Japanese cuisines with friends. So far, | have
experienced fall and winter seasons and it was my first
beautiful experience. With new perspectives and
knowledge that | have gained through a good guidance and
a supportive environment that | have received here in
Kyoto University, | hope | can contribute in my home
country, Malaysia, to grow sustainably in the future. This
program is an added value to my education background
and certainly enhances my learning experience, which will
create the pathway for my future career.
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