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Abstract 
Life can present us with a sequence of completely random events capable of changing our 
trajectory drastically, in ways that we could never imagine. This talk presents a case study: an 
academic  career and specific field of research and teaching that have been determined almost 
entirely by random events. The field of research is Continuum Mechanics: the study of matter 
at a large enough scale that the existence of the atomic structure can be neglected. Continuum 
Mechanics is the “mother discipline” of Solids Mechanics and Fluid Mechanics. A few results 
will be presented, along with some suggestions for those who wish to pursue an academic 
career. 
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